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Service Trip Retreat: Williamson, West Virginia 
May 11, 2013 
at First Parish Unitarian Universalist, 35 Church Street, Watertown MA 
 
 
 
 

Preparing for Interfaith Interaction in Williamson 
Rev. Marta Flanagan 

marta@firstparish.info 
 
 
 
 
Belfry First Baptist Church, Belfry, KY 
   

http://belfryfbc.com/contact-us/ 
90 Black Gem Road, Belfry KY 

 
Rev. Mark Helton been at Belfry for 11 years. Married to Kris Helton, who 
he met at Clear Creek Baptist Bible College in Pineville, KY, where he 
received a BA in Ministry in 1996.  He earned a Masters in Divinity in 2001 
from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Lousiville, KY.  He and 
Kris have one child Nathan.  

 
 
 
 
East Williamson Baptist Church  
 

http://www.wvcsb.org/churches/info/east_williamson_baptist_church 
414 Peter St. Williamson WV 
 
Established 1924 as a mission of the First Baptist Church in Williamson 

 
 
 
 
Note:   The churches are 4 miles apart 
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2010 Statistics 
From the Association of Religion Data Archives (ARDA) 

 
SBC           UUA 

 
Percentage that have a college degree    20.7   70.5 
 
Percent that are white       86   90.1 
   
Percent that live in an rural area     30.7   9.2 
 
Percent who think abortion should be illegal in all cases  21.8   1.4 
 
Percent who think that homosexuality 
is way of way that should be discouraged    68.4   1.8 
 
Percent who “mostly agree” or “completely agree” that there 
are “clear and absolute standards for what is right and wrong.” 85.2   48.4 
 
Percent satisfied with personal life     86.4   87.9 
 
Percent that “mostly agree” or “completely agree” that 
evolution is the best explanation for the origins  
of human life on earth       24.1   87.2 
 
Percent that think that churches and other houses of 
worship should keep out of political matters    31.8   55.3 
 
Percent who think the best way to ensure peace is 
through military strength      42.4   5.3 
 
Percent that believe in God or a universal spirit   99   80.9 
 
Percent that view God as an impersonal force   13.5   57.2 
 
Percent that say religion is a very important part of their life  79.5   30.4 
 
Percent that pray at least once a day     77.5   34.6 
 
Percent who do community volunteer work  
through their place of worship     72.8   70.9 
 
Percent that believe that many religions  
can lead to eternal life       60.9   82.3 
 
Percent that speak or pray in tongues     11.7   0 
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Southern Baptists and Unitarian Universalists 
 
 

Some Commonalities  
 
 

• History as Heretics within Christianity in Protestant Reformation 
 
 

• Commitment to Freedom, Democracy and Choice 
 

 
• Commitment to Separation of Church and State 
 

 
• Both overwhelmingly “American religions, white, each with strong regional 

basis 
 
 
 

Some Differences 
 
 

• Source of Authority 
  Tradition, Scripture, Personal Experience 
 
 

• Inerrancy of Bible v. Continuous Revelation 
 

 
• Social, Progressive Reform 
 

 
• Regional Differences: Southern and Yankee, Brahmin and Appalachian 

 
 

• Size:  16 million Southern Baptists (largest protestant group in US);  
 165,000 Unitarian Universalist 
        For every Unitarian Universalists there are 100 Southern Baptists. 
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Some Goals of Interfaith Dialogue 
 

• To know oneself and one’s faith and religious perspective  
better, more deeply and profoundly 

 
• To know the other more authentically  

and gain a understanding of others as they are and not in caricature 
 
 
 
Some Assumptions to Bring to Interfaith Relations 
 
… Cultural diversity as well as religious diversity in our communities are sources 
of enrichment and challenge. 
 
… All participants should define themselves; and the interpreted should be able to 
recognize themselves in the interpretation. 
 
 
 
Some Types of Interfaith Interaction 
 

Informational: acquiring of knowledge of the other’s religious history, 
founding, basic beliefs, scriptures, rituals, etc. 

 
Experiential: experiencing from within the other’s tradition, worship and 
ritual - entering into the feelings and permitting the other’s symbols and 
stories to guide. 
 
Confessional: sharing the spiritual riches of one another’s traditions and 
sharing religious experiences-- for instance with regard to prayer and faith.   

 
Relational: living in neighborly ways, sharing in joy and sorrows, human 
problems and preoccupations.   

 
Practical: collaborating to promote peace and justice.  Acting together in 
the doing of good works.   
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UU Openers 

….We/I believe how one behaves and what one does is more important than what one 
believes (Deeds, Not Creeds) 

…We/I believe that truth is found in scripture, inspired words and stories.  It is also 
found within (conscience) and in our personal experience of life and encounters in the 
world. 

…Unitarian Universalism emphasizes the inherent worth of all people and working 
for justice 

 

Do you believe in God? 

…many but not all UUs believe in God.  Some prefer other words for God: Spirit of 
Life, Mystery, Love.  

 

Are you Christian? 

…some Unitarian Universalists are Christians.  Our heritage is Christian and 
Christmas and Easter are the biggest holidays in our community.  But most of us have 
difficulty with some parts of Christianity 

…we think of Jesus as a child of God in the sense we are all children of God 

…we think of Jesus as a model of how one can and should act in the world – with 
great love 

 

Have you been saved? 

…I’ve had a deep religious experience 

…I have sensed the presence of something more, something invisible to the eye.. 

…I have been changed, turned around.   

ASK:  What about you? 
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Contemporary Southern Baptist Voices 
 

 
 
1. From the official website of the SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) 
 

The fact that Jesus died for our sin was buried, and then rose from the grave 
is foundational for Southern Baptists. He lives today and stands ready to 
give abundant and eternal life to all those who repent of sin and place their 
faith in Him. Southern Baptists invite everyone to receive Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord. 

 
 
2. Fred Luter, current SBC President, first African American President of the SBC 
 

When you first get saved and born again, there’s such a boldness.  You 
really don’t think about anything else.  I was 21 and survived a motorcycle 
accident.  I began preaching on a street corner every Saturday afternoon to 
anyone who would listen.  There was some positive and some negative 
responses.  A lot of people were just kind of intrigued that I would do that.  
They didn’t understand why a young person would be out on the street 
corner sharing the Gospel.  Some gave me the finger. 

 
 
3. Wes Morgan, Southern Baptist Deacon 
 

Baptists believe in something called “the priesthood of all believers.  Simply 
put, this means that, as a Baptist, I serve as my own priest.  I don't need a 
pastor, preacher, or priest to whom I can confess my sins, from whom I can 
secure God's blessing, or against whom I am to be measured.  God made me, 
and my soul is competent (in and of itself) to engage in a relationship with 
Him. This is REALLY important to any serious Baptist. There is no 
hierarchy of power, and there is no higher human authority telling me what 
to believe or what to do.   

 
 
 
 
 
 



Williamson Interfaith Interaction, p. 7 
	  

4. Fred Luter 
 

My first reaction to the Boston Marathon bombing is a sense of sadness for 
those families, for the lives tragically taken. I remember how distraught I 
was after Hurricane Katrina – I was in a bad way. It was the prayers of the 
saints of God that got me through. So, in my church, we are praying for the 
folks in Boston and in Texas. Prayers can help. 

 
You can’t say all Muslims want to kill us. That’s like saying all policemen 
are crooked – or that all preachers are crooked. Unfortunately, we will 
always have a handful of people that are up to evil. It can happen in any 
country, in any religion. You can’t paint with one whole brushstroke a whole 
nationality or religion like that for what two guys did. 

 
 
5. Albert Mohler, former president of  SBC  
 

We can respect Muslim people for their contributions to human welfare, 
scholarship, and culture.  We can respect the brilliance of Muslim 
scholarship in the medieval era and the wonders of Islamic art and 
architecture.  But we cannot respect a belief system that denies the truth of 
the gospel and takes millions of souls captive, and is devoid of genuine hope 
for salvation.   
 
Respect is a problematic category.  In the end, Christians must show respect  
for Muslims by sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the spirit of love and 
truth.  We must aim to be gracious and winsome in our witness to Christ. 

 
 
6. From the official website of the SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) 
 

The Holy Bible is a perfect treasure of divine instruction. It has God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its 
matter. Therefore, all Scripture is totally true and trustworthy. 
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7. Jimmy Carter, former President of the United States 
 

This is a torturous decision to make.  My grandfather, my father and I have 
always been Southern Baptists.  But I feel I can no longer in good 
conscience be a member of the Southern Baptist Convention. 

 
The convention's leaders, quoting a few carefully selected Bible verses and 
claiming that Eve was created second to Adam and was responsible for 
original sin, ordained that women must be "subservient" to their husbands 
and prohibited from serving as deacons, pastors or chaplains in the military 
service….   At its most repugnant, the belief that women must be subjugated 
to the wishes of men excuses slavery, violence, forced prostitution, genital 
mutilation and national laws that omit rape as a crime. But it also costs many 
millions of girls and women control over their own bodies and lives, and 
continues to deny them fair access to education, health, employment and 
influence within their own communities. 

 
 
8. Stan Norman, Professor, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
 

What makes a Baptist a Baptist?  The seeming simplicity of the question 
often belies the complexity of the answer. Ask any Baptist this question and 
you will receive as many answers as there are Baptists. 

 
 
9. Albert Mohler 
 

Does the modern age mean the end of faith?  While some have argued that 
this is an age of total secularism, others argue that the times are far more 
religious than they may seem.  The difference being that many people today 
have found ways of making their own religions.  Not least of these is the cult 
of green: environmentalism.  While the problem is not with protecting the 
environment, a good thing for Christians to care for, caring for the 
environment can very quickly become an idolatrous religion.   
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10. From the statement of the Southern Baptist Climate and Environment Initiative 
 

There is undeniable evidence that the earth—wildlife, water, land and air—
can be damaged by human activity, and that people suffer as a result. When 
this happens, it is especially egregious because creation serves as revelation 
of God’s presence, majesty and provision. Though not every person will 
physically hear God’s revelation found in Scripture, all people have access 
to God’s cosmic revelation: the heavens, the waters, natural order, the 
beauty of nature.  We believe that human activity is mixed in its impact on 
creation—sometimes productive and caring, but often reckless, preventable 
and sinful.  

 
 
11. From the official website of the SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) 
 

Fred Phelps and his followers at Westboro (Independent) Baptist Church in 
Topeka, Kansas (who protest under the slogan “God hates fags.”)  do not 
have now, nor have they ever had, any relationship with the Southern Baptist 
Convention. His extreme positions not only stand in contrast to the SBC, 
more importantly, they stand in contrast to God's Word. Scripture clearly 
teaches that homosexual behavior is sinful in the eyes of a just and holy 
God; but the Bible also clearly proclaims God’s love for all sinners, 
including homosexuals, and that He offers forgiveness to all who repent and 
place their faith in the atoning death of Jesus Christ for our sins. 

	  
 
12. Wes Morgan 
 

I'm a Baptist.  I'm a Southern Baptist.  I'm an ordained Southern Baptist 
deacon.  I've taught Sunday school, I've sung in choirs, I've directed choirs, 
I've taught Vacation Bible School.  I've spoken from the pulpit.  I've led 
prayer meetings and Bible studies.  I've attended Promise Keepers events. 
 I've sent my kids to missions camps.  I support marriage equality. 
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13. From the official website of the SBC (Southern Baptist Convention) 
 

All Christians are under obligation to seek to make the will of Christ 
supreme in our own lives and in human society... in the spirit of Christ, 
Christians should oppose racism, every form of greed, selfishness, and vice, 
and all forms of sexual immorality, including adultery, homosexuality, and 
pornography. We should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the 
abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick. We should speak on behalf of 
the unborn and contend for the sanctity of all human life from conception to 
natural death. 

 
 
14. Tim Howard, blogger 
 

I’m a conservative Christian, a Southern Baptist, living in the deep south.  I 
know for many of you that stirs up stereotypical images of pickup trucks, 
hunting, camouflage, illiteracy, seersucker suites, and bow ties and I 
wouldn’t blame you, there’s plenty of that down here.  We are a simple 
people living, what I believe, are great lives.  Many of us are religious if not 
extremely faith filled; even the worst among us attend church on Easter and 
Christmas.  That’s just the way it is.  I may live in the south but I’m not the 
picture of a Southern Man.  I don’t own a seersucker suit, bow ties, a pickup 
truck, and I’ve never been hunting  
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The Take Away 
 
 

 
To love the stranger is  

 
to express curiosity before judgment, 

 
to ask the other what is that like? 

 
to consider how it works for them. 

 
	  


